is based in Los Angles, California; she is
also the president and founder of Ron de
Cona Productions, Inc; yes! You guessed
“ it right! She is the one and only Dawn
Westlake. What you will read below is
our exclusive interview with this animator
whose animation, entitled " A Life of
Death" is present here at Tehran's Fourth
+ Animation Festival:
Why do you choose directing animated
s films?
| have actually directed all types of films,
not just animated ones. | choose to
use animation to express myself when
| think it best fits the script, like with "
A Life of Death" and with another film
you screened a few years back in your
children's festival, " Dottie: The Little Girl
with The big Voice".
What is the exact viewpoint of the
west world towards a professional and
international animation festival held in
an Islamic country like I.R.IRAN?

; She is an actor, scripter, producer; she
4
¢

for everyone in the Western World.
However, for me, | think it is important for
every country to have a strong film industry,
no matter if they are Islamic, Buddhist,
Christian, Jewish, Shinto, etc...or even
atheistic! | think your country is doing
things with films that many countries need
to see and to understand. | think that you
are expressing things and challenging
the status quo and that other Westerners
need to see this to understand that Iran is
changing on its own.

What is your vote for the best short
animation among Oscar nominees?
RYAN (Canada) or BIRTHDAY BOY
(Australia) win.

Has any interesting event occurred
since you started making your film?

| guess that the most humbling thing
that occurred was that the current
administration in the U.S was re-elected. It
really seemed like people wanted change
in the U.S, but much to my surprise there
was no change at all!
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Challenging the Status Quo
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| cannot give an exact viewpoint or speak
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